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September 2024 

 

Madsen Park 



Project Description 

 

 

 

 

Project Background 
Madsen Park were selected as one of 
the Reimagine Neighborhood Parks to 
receive funding from the Parks, Trails, 
& Open Space General Obligation 
Bond (GO Bond), approved in 
November 2022. 
Neighborhood parks funded by the 
GO Bond aim to invest and activate 
underutilized parks to increase access to 
green spaces and quality parks. 

 
Role of Community 
Engagement 
The vision and desired usage of the parks 
will be guided by the input the city collects 
from community engagement. Community 
engagement will inform the design of the 
park, identify which amenities to prioritize, 
and incorporate neighborhood identities 
and histories. The completed project will 
feature new and improved amenities that 
are prioritized by residents and celebrate 
the community this park serves. 

 
Next Steps 
Public Lands will incorporate the feedback 
provided by the community engagement 
process into park design concepts. 
These concepts will be presented to the 
community for additional input. 

Project Phases 
Develop Scope of Work 
The project goals, timeline, engagement 
plan, current conditions, and target 
audience are outlined. 

Public Helps Identify Project Vision 
This stage identifies the public’s values, 
vision, and priorities for the space. 

 

 

 
 

 

Design Document and Review 
Transforms feedback from concept 
designs into technical documents for 
construction. 

Contractor Bidding/Construction 
Selection for a contractor could last about 
3-4 months. Once a contractor is chosen, 
construction can take about 6-12 months 
to complete. 

 
Madsen Park 
Location 
9 N Chicago St. 
Salt Lake City, UT 
84116 

Neighborhood 
Fairpark 

 
Contact 
Project Manager 
Ronnie Pessetto 

Email 
Ronnie.Pessetto@slc.gov 

Public Land’s staff analyzes feedback 
 

and works with other city departments 
to develop designs and identify 
implementation challenges. 
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Project Promotion Madsen Park 
 
 

General Outreach 
Mailers 
500 sent within quarter mile radius of park 

Yard Signs 
10 yard signs 

 
Tabling 
Madsen Fall Festival 
September 23, 2023 
38 people interviewed 

Children’s Day 
June 8 2024 

Partners in the Park 
June 25, 2024 
30 people 

SLC Farmer’s Market 
June 29, 2024 
50 people 

July 6, 2024 
51 people 

 
July 13 2024 

MyVision Board Activity 
Madsen Children’s Day 
June 8 2024 
35 vision boards 

July 13, 2024 Farmer’s Market 
10 vision boards 

SLC Farmer’s Market 
July 20 2024 

1 vision board 

Survey 
Survey Open 
June 3 - August 2 2024 

Participation 
47 participants 

Survey Access 
How did you find out about this survey? 

 
12% 2% 

30% Salt Lake City website 
Yard Sign 

13% Community Council 
Social Media 
Word of mouth 

General Outreach 
The city distributed 500 
mailers within a quarter mile 
of Madsen Park as well as 
yard signs posted throughout 
the neighborhood. Mailers 
and yard signs provided a 
description of the project, 
links to more information 
online, and a QR code to take 
a survey. 

In-Person Outreach 
In-person outreach included 
tabling events at the Madsen 
Fall Festival, Children’s Day, 
Partner’s in the Park, and 
the SLC Farmer’s Market. 
At Children’s Day children 
engaged with the redesign 
of Madsen Park through a 
MyPark craft activity and 
35 members of the public 
participated in an interactive 
MyVision Board activity. 

 
Online Outreach 

53 people 
 

July 20 2024 
62 people 

13%  
30% 

Other An online survey provided 
residents the opportunity to 
express their preferences, 
opinions, and concerns for 

Total 
409 people 

Total Participation 
456 people 

the re-visioning of Madsen 
Park. 



Survey Results Madsen Park 

 

 

 

Respondent Profile 

Age 

2% 
(18-24) 

 

 

13% 
(65+) 

11% 
(55-64) 

(45-54) 4% 
 
 
 

 

36% 
(35-44) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
34% 
(25-34) 

 
 

Income 
 
Age 
36% 35 & 44 years of age 
34% 25 & 34 years of age 

Race & Ethnicity 
68% White/Caucasian 
22% Hispanic Latino 

Gender 
51% Female 47% Male 

Income 
26% $75,000 - $99,999 
15% $50,000 - $74,999 

 
 

Race & Ethnicity 

4% American Indian/Native American 

2% Asian 

2% Black/African American 

2% Pacific Islander 
 
 
 
 

 

22% Hispanic/Latino 

 
 

Park Access 
10% 

 
10% 

4% I live here 

I work here 

15% $150,000 or more 

Children 
62% no children under 18 
21% one child under 18 

Neighborhood 
67% live in Fairpark 
15% work in Fairpark 

 
 
 
 

68% 

White/Caucasian 

15%  
 

67% 

I have family here 

I am a visitor 

Prefer not to state 

Park Access 
51% walk 
28% drive 
23% bike/scooter 
/skateboard 

Use 
 

Madsen Park is in census tract 1026. Census tract 1026 has a median age of 36.3, with 66% of its population between 18 and 64 years of age and 22% under 18 year of age. 56% of the 
tract is male and 44% are female. In addition, 48% of census tract 1026 are White/Caucasian and 31% are Hispanic/Latino. 41% earn under 50K, 37% between 50K-100K, and 21% earn 
between 100K-200K. Thus, survey respondents are demographically more female and White/Caucasian with higher earnings than demographic and median reports of tract 1026. Results 
found in Census Reporter at censusreporter.org. 

62% visited Madsen Park 



Survey Results Madsen Park 
 

 

Current Uses 
 

Current Use of Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Current Amenities Used 

 
Top 3 Current Uses 
See orange bars 

1. Resting/sitting 

2. Walking 

3. Passing through 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top 3 Amenities 
See orange bars 

1. Multipurpose field 

2. Seating Area 

3. Playground 



Survey Results Madsen Park 

 

 

 

Improvements 

 
Park Limitations 

2% 2% 

 
5% 

7% 
 

9% 
 

 
18% 

 
 
 
 

 
Amenities Needed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

32% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Not a good place to gather with friends or family 

 
Use other park or facility to meet my recreation needs 

Doesn’t have features or facilities I’m interested in 

Other 

Not interested 

Too far away or not conveniently located 

Lack of information 

Too crowded 

 
Park Limitations 
32% of respondents find that 
Madsen Park is not a good 
place to gather with friends and 
family. 

25% use other park or facility 
to meet their recreation needs. 

Top 5 Improvements 
See orange bars 

1. Site furnishings 

2. Updated playground 
equipment 

3. Shade structures 
Site Furnishings 

Updated Playground Equipment 

Shade Structures 

Additional Lighting 

Dog Park 

Trees/landscaping 

Additional benches/seating 

Walking/jogging paths 

Event amenities 

Community garden 

Other 

Sports fields 

Sports courts 

ADA accessibility 

No improvements needed 
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4. Additional lighting 

5. Dog park 

Play Amenities 
Survey results provided no 
clear preference for playground 
amenities. 

Sports Amenities 
17% of respondents voted 
on which sports courts they 
would like to see. 11% of those 
respondents prefer pickleball. 



Survey Results Madsen Park 
 

 

Comments 

Additional Feedback 
Participants provided additional feedback in the comments section of the survey. The 
following are key findings. A complete list of comments can be found in the Appendix: 

 
1. Safety & Homelessness 

Survey takers expressed concerns about homelessness and safety. 
Please install no camping signage, and no smoking signage. 

There will need to be increased police presence before this park is safe for kids and dogs. There 
is far too much drug use and homeless encampments in this park. 

Restrict homeless so it can be safe for families. 
 
2. Safety & Train Tracks 

Proximity to train tracks is a safety concern. 
The trains kinda make it cool. Kiddo loves trains but lets scoot the playground over. 

Madsen Park is located about 200 feet from a railroad track. For children’s safety, I would 
recommend that contractors construct a fence to provide safety to all visitors of Madsen Park. 

3. Parents are Excited for Upgrades 
Survey takers who bring their children to the park are excited for changes to come. 
We use this park weekly for our kids. They love it and we are excited to be able to use it with 
more confidence and enjoyment! 

We live 5 minute walk away and take our kids there multiple times every week. I would love to 
see the park do well and am especially interested in good playground equipment. 



 

 

 

MyPark Madsen Park 
Photos 

 
 
 
 
Description 
The MyPark craft activity 
took place at Madsen Park 
during Children’s Day. 
Participating children created 
their own designs for the 
park using common objects 
to describe their ideas. Most 
of the designs centered 
around the inclusion of 
trees and vegetation, water 
features, and places to climb 
or crawl through. 



MyVision Board Madsen Park 
 

 

Photos 



 

 

 

MyVision Activity Madsen Park 
Results 

 
 
 
 
Description 

Cool off 
Swing 

Play (zipline) 
Climb 

Play with water 
Garden 

Taste local food 
Wander 

Play pickleball 
Easily access 
Watch wildlife 

Watch the seasons change 
Play (teeter totter) 

Celebrate with others 
Have my dog(s) play with others 

Walk my dog 
Play basketball 
Watch Shows 
Attend events 

Picnic 
Exercise 

Play with my toddler 
Sit/read 

Play (spinner) 
Play music 
Play tennis 
Play chess 

Meet neighbors 
Spend time in nature 

Walk 
More Trees 

Meet friends and family 
Play frisbee 

Shaded Area 
Take a break from work 

Play soccer 
Native Plants 

Hammock Space 
Relax/meditate 

Play bocce ball 
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The MyVision Board activity 
took place at Madsen Park 
during Children’s Day and at 
the Salt Lake City Farmer’s 
Market at Pioneer Park in 
July.* 

 
The activity provided 
participants the opportunity 
to envision the future of 
Madsen Park through 
interactive engagement. 
Children and adults alike 
placed “cards” labeled 
with various activities 
opportunities, and amenities 
on their own MyVision 
Board. 

Top 5 Visions 
See orange bars 

1. Cool off 
2. Swing 
3. Zip-line 
4. Climb 
5. Play with water 

 
*Participation for the MyVision Board Activity was 
relatively low for Ida Cotten Park, likely due to 
holding the activity off-site. Interested community 
members participated at a much higher level through 
the online survey, providing significant feedback on 
community priorities. 



Key Findings Madsen Park 
 

 

Engagement Summary 

Key Findings 
The following are key findings from the Madsen Park community engagement process: 

1. Park needs functional upgrades 
Survey results demonstrated a need for upgraded site furnishings and playground 
equiptment. Site furnishing ranked the highest for needed upgrades and playground 
second. 

2. Safety & homelessness is a concern 
Survey comments expressed concern over safety as related to homelessness and nearby 
drug use. 

3. Train tracks are a concern 
Survey comments expressed concern over the proximity to the train tracks. 

4. Shade is needed 
Both the MyVision activity and the survey demonstrated the need for shade at Madsen 
Park. “Cooling off” ranked the highest “vision” for the MyVision activity while shade 
structures ranked third highest for amenity needed in the survey results. 



 

 

Community Engagement Summary 

Appendices 



Appendix A Madsen Park 
Raw Survey Results 
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Survey Comments 
 

Please install no camping signage, and no 
smoking signage. I didn’t see a category for one 
small pavilion. More trees where appropriate. 
Small bicycle rack for bikers to lock up and park 
bikes. 

Please keep the basketball court where it is 
and fix the court. The trains kinda make it cool. 
Kiddo loves trains but lets scoot the playground 
over. Movie night or yoga in the park would be 
amazing! Really love the set up at North Canyon 
Park Bountiful. 

Someone mentioned a pool on social 
media. There’s a serious lack of safe water 
engagements spaces in SLC. A splash pad here 
would be amazing. 

We use this park weekly for our kids. They love 
it and we are excited to be able to use it with 
more confidence and enjoyment! 

We live 5 minute walk away and take our kids 
there multiple times every week. I would love 
to see the park do well and am especially 
interested in good playground equipment. 

It really would be special to have water to play 
in small fountain etc. Also dog seems ok big 
playground scream this place is for children. 

Restrict homeless so it can be safe for families. 
Madsen Park is located about 200 feet from a 
railroad track. For children’s safety, I would 
recommend that contractors construct a fence 

to provide safety to all visitors of Madsen Park. 

There will need to be increased police presence 
before this park is safe for kids and dogs. 
There is far too much drug use and homeless 
encampments in this park. 

I know this is going to sound callous but a big 
reason I don’t visit is because of urban campers 
-- I’m a woman with a toddler daughter and it’s 
hard to feel safe when so many urban campers 
have mental health and/or substance abuse 
struggles. 
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